STANDARDS FOR PLUMBING FIXTURES &
ACCESSORIES FOR CHILDREN'S USE

Advisory 604.9 Water Closets and Toilet Compartments for Children's Use. The requirements in
604.9 are to be followed where the exception for children's water closets in 604.1 is used. The following
table provides additional guidance in applying the specifications for water closets for children according
to the age group served and reflects the differences in the size, stature, and reach ranges of children
ages 3 through 12. The specifications chosen should correspond to the age of the primary user group.
The specifications of one age group should be applied consistently in the installation of a water closet
and related elements.

Advisory Specifications for Water Closets Serving Children Ages 3 through 12

SCHOOL GRADE Pre-K K to 3rd. 4th. to 5th.
Ages 3 and 4 Ages 5 through 8 Ages 9 through 12
Water Closet 12 inches 12 to 15 inches 15 to 18 inches
Centerline (305 mm) (305 to 380 mm) (380 to 455 mm)

Toilet Seat Height

11 to 12 inches
(280 to 305 mm)

12 to 15 inches
(305 to 380 mm)

15 to 17 inches

(380 to 430 mm)

Grab Bar Height

18 to 20 inches
(455 to 510 mm)

20 to 25 inches
(510 to 635 mm)

25 to 27 inches

(635 to 685 mm)

Dispenser Height

14 inches

14 to 17 inches

17 to 19 inches

(355 mm) (355 to 430 mm) (430 to 485 mm)

604.9.1 Location. The water closet shall be located with a wall or partition to the rear and to one
side. The centerline of the water closet shall be 12 inches (305 mm) minimum and 18 inches (455
mm) maximum from the side wall or partition, except that the water closet shall be 17 inches (430
mm) minimum and 19 inches (485 mm) maximum from the side wall or partition in the ambulatory
accessible toilet compartment specified in 604.8.2. Compartments shall be arranged for left-hand or
right-hand approach to the water closet.

604.9.2 Clearance. Clearance around a water closet shall comply with 604.3.
604.9.3 Height. The height of water closets shall be 11 inches (280 mm) minimum and 17 inches
(430 mm) maximum measured to the top of the seat. Seats shall not be sprung to return to a lifted

position.

604.9.4 Grab Bars. Grab bars for water closets shall comply with 604.5.



KNEE CLEARANCE AT LAVATORIES & SINKS
USED PRIMARILY BY CHILDREN

606 Lavatories and Sinks

606.1 General. Lavatories and sinks shall comply with 606.

Advisory 606.1 General. If soap and towel dispensers are provided, they must be located within the
reach ranges specified in 308. Locate soap and towel dispensers so that they are conveniently usable by
a person at the accessible lavatory.

606.2 Clear Floor Space. A clear floor space complying with 305, positioned for a forward approach,
and knee and toe clearance complying with 306 shall be provided.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. A parallel approach complying with 305 shall be permitted to a kitchen sink in a
space where a cook top or conventional range is not provided and to wet bars.
2. A lavatory in a toilet room or bathing facility for a single occupant accessed only through a
private office and not for common use or public use shall not be required to provide knee and toe
clearance complying with 306.
3. In residential dwelling units, cabinetry shall be permitted under lavatories and kitchen sinks
provided that all of the following conditions are met:

a. the cabinetry can be removed without removal or replacement of the fixture;

b. the finish floor extends under the cabinetry; and

c. the walls behind and surrounding the cabinetry are finished.
4. A knee clearance of 24 inches (610 mm) minimum above the finish floor or ground shall be
permitted at lavatories and sinks used primarily by children 6 through 12 years where the rim or
counter surface is 31 inches (785 mm) maximum above the finish floor or ground.
5. A parallel approach complying with 305 shall be permitted to lavatories and sinks used primarily
by children 5 years and younger.
6. The dip of the overflow shall not be considered in determining knee and toe clearances.
7. No more than one bowl! of a multi-bowl sink shall be required to provide knee and toe clearance
complying with 306.

606.3 Height. Lavatories and sinks shall be installed with the front of the higher of the rim or counter
surface 34 inches (865 mm) maximum above the finish floor or ground.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. A lavatory in a toilet or bathing facility for a single occupant accessed only
through a private office and not for common use or public use shall not be required to comply with
606.3.
2. In residential dwelling unit kitchens, sinks that are adjustable to variable heights, 29 inches (735
mm) minimum and 36 inches (915 mm) maximum, shall be permitted where rough-in plumbing
permits connections of supply and drain pipes for sinks mounted at the height of 29 inches (735
mm).

606.4 Faucets. Controls for faucets shall comply with 309. Hand-operated metering faucets shalil
remain open for 10 seconds minimum.

606.5 Exposed Pipes and Surfaces. Water supply and drain pipes under lavatories and sinks shall be
insulated or otherwise configured to protect against contact. There shall be no sharp or abrasive
surfaces under lavatories and sinks.




CHILDREN'S REACH RANGES

308 Reach Ranges

308.1 General. Reach ranges shall comply with 308.

Advisory 308.1 General. The following table provides guidance on reach ranges for children according
to age where building elements such as coat hooks, lockers, or operable parts are designed for use
primarily by children. These dimensions apply to either forward or side reaches. Accessible elements
and operable parts designed for adult use or children over age 12 can be located outside these ranges
but must be within the adult reach ranges required by 308.

Children’s Reach Ranges

Forward or Side Ages 3 and 4 Ages 5 through 8 Ages 9 through 12
Reach
High (maximum) 36 in (915 mm) 40 in (1015 mm) 44 in (1120)
Low (minimum) 20 in (510 mm) 18 in (455) 16 in (405 mm)

308.2 Forward Reach.

308.2.1 Unobstructed. Where a forward reach is unobstructed, the high forward reach shall be 48
inches (1220 mm) maximum and the low forward reach shall be 15 inches (380 mm) minimum
above the finish floor or ground.
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Figure 308.2.1
Unobstructed Forward Reach

308.2.2 Obstructed High Reach. Where a high forward reach is over an obstruction, the clear
floor space shall extend beneath the element for a distance not less than the required reach depth
over the obstruction. The high forward reach shall be 48 inches (1220 mm) maximum where the
reach depth is 20 inches (510 mm) maximum. Where the reach depth exceeds 20 inches (510
mm), the high forward reach shall be 44 inches (1120 mm) maximum and the reach depth shall be
25 inches (635 mm) maximum.



